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Press Release  

For immediate publication  
 

 

Spectacular celebrations in store for  

25th anniversary of La Ronde fireworks competition! 
 

Montréal, Wednesday, 27 May 2009 – On June 13th, L’International des Feux 
Loto-Québec, presented by TELUS, will inaugurate a spectacular 25th anniversary 
season lineup set to kick off with a special opening performance, a tribute to 
Cirque du Soleil and the participation—from among the eight competing 
countries—of five previous winners of a gold Jupiter at La Ronde. For the first 
time in the history of Concours international d’art pyrotechnique de Montréal, all 
five continents will be represented this summer, proof positive that the event is 
considered the ‘Olympics’ of the pyrotechnical world! 
 
Such was the substance of the announcements made earlier today on the shores 
of Lac des Dauphins during an 'explosive' press conference during which 
pyrotechnics were used to create, in spectacular fashion, the logo of the 
25th edition of L’International des Feux Loto-Québec  
 
L’International organizers seized the occasion to confirm that National Bank of 
Canada Financial Group had joined the list of event sponsors. Both National Bank 
Financial Group and ever loyal Société des Alcools du Québec will henceforth be 
acknowledged as collaborating sponsors, while the TELUS logo will be affixed to 
the VIP balconies which now number 18 in all. New restaurants and a new 
cocktail area will also enhance the existing offer. 
 
For the President of La Ronde, Marc Tremblay, L’International des Feux 
Loto-Québec, presented by TELUS, has entered into the golden age. 
“Montréalers are privileged to live in close proximity to a competition which is now 
the envy of the entire world,” Mr Tremblay went on to add. “Let us all take 
advantage of these 25th anniversary celebrations to rediscover an event with a 
reputation which clearly extends well beyond our borders.” 

�

$25 for the 25 th anniversary celebrations 
Given the popularity of a recent promotion during which opening night tickets 
were offered for sale at $25, L’International organizers have decided to offer 
reserved seats at this same low price for each pyromusical performance of the 
summer 2009 season. Quantities are limited.  
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Stars coming out to celebrate the fireworks  
Marie-Chantal Toupin, Florence K and Andrée Watters will each be presenting special 
performances before the fireworks at Place d’animation. The inaugural presentation by the rock 
music artist of ‘Comme un homme’ fame has been scheduled for June 13th  at 20:00; that of the 
talented bossa nova aficionado will be presented July 11th at 20:00, while that of the singer of 
‘Minuit’ renown will be presented August 8th at 20:00. These stars from the world of song are in 
addition to a lineup of performers who, once again this year, will serve in the capacity of patrons 
of the fireworks competition. Other artists include Annie Villeneuve, Boom Desjardins, 
Mario Pelchat, Maxime Landry and Carolanne d’Astous-Paquet. 
 
Renowned firms including one from Quebec in competi tion  
For the very first time, a company, Royal Pyrotechnie, will represent Québec in competition with 
delegations from Argentina, Australia, England/United Kingdom, Hong Kong/China, South 
Africa, Spain and the United States.   
 
The Panzera S.A.S. firm will break from its tradition of presenting the closing La Ronde show, 
to present the grand opening show instead, which will be set to music selected by the general 
public in partnership with Rythme FM. Concept Fiatlux has been chosen to create the 
magnificent 45-minute pyromusical closing show, in homage to the Cirque du Soleil and its 
music. This non-competing show, which will blaze forth in the Montréal sky and the memory of 
hundreds of thousands of spectators, will be created with the support of chief sponsor Loto-
Québec and the collaboration of the Cirque du Soleil, which is also celebrating its 25th 
anniversary this year. 
 
The firms in competition this year are the following: representing Spain, Pirotecnia Igual S.A. 
(1988 and 2001 Gold Jupiter); England, United Kingdom, Pains Fireworks (2007 Gold Jupiter); 
Australia, Foti International Fireworks (2001 Silver Jupiter); Hong Kong, China, Pyromagic 
Productions Ltd. (2003 Bronze Jupiter), Argentina, Fuegos Artificiales Jupiter (2005 Gold 
Jupiter); Québec, Canada, Royal Pyrotechnie (2003 Gold Jupiter); the United States, Melrose 
Pyrotechnics (2006 Gold Jupiter); and finally, for South Africa, Fireworks for Africa (at its second 
participation in Montréal after prize-winning shows in Québec City and Gatineau).  

 
Saturday only performances! 
For the added convenience of visitors from outside the Greater Montréal area, organizers will 
be presenting fireworks on Saturday only from June 13th through to August 15th. In addition, a 
special awards ceremony will be staged on August 22nd replete with a short fireworks 
presentation. On this final night, visitors to La Ronde will enjoy free access to Place 
d’animation.  
 
A book showcasing the ‘oohs’ and ‘aahs’ of the comp etition  
In honour of the event’s 25th anniversary, CJB Productions has produced a book entitled 
‘Concours international d’art pyrotechnique de Montréal’. Abundantly illustrated and scripted in 
both English and French, the book is certain to prove popular with individuals eager to relive the 
memories of the ephemeral spectacles of light created in the skies over the largest theme park 
in Eastern Canada.  
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Garden of the stars  
In addition to the program of fireworks performances, Jardin des Étoiles will be presenting each 
Saturday at 20:45 and 22:45 performers certain to enhance the mood for visitors one and all. 
Performers include Chico Band (June 13th), Jorge Martinez (June 20th), Replay (June 27th), 
Shine (July 4th), SOULfish (July 11th), Romulo Larrea & Veronica Larc Ensemble (July 18th), 
Alain-François (July 25th), Freddie James Project (August 1st), Lorraine Klaasen (August 8th), 
and Boogie Wonder Band (August 15th). Some evenings, La Ronde might extend the fun 
passed 23:30. 
 
Panel of judges 25 members strong  
In honour of this year’s anniversary celebrations, the panel of judges has been expanded from 
19 to 25 members. Each has been chosen from among public applicants and each has 
accepted the important yet pleasurable task of attending all La Ronde fireworks presentations, 
assessing the merits of each competing firm’s performance, and deciding which of the eight 
competing countries are to receive awards. Highly coveted from one year to the next, the gold, 
silver and bronze Jupiter awards figure among the most prized distinctions in international 
pyrotechnical circles. This year, a special Jupiter will be presented for the best sound track, and 
competition management will bestow a special mention upon the participant having 
demonstrated initiative from the dual standpoint of the environment and the development of 
greener technologies.  
 
Technical details and ticket sales  
All of the performances associated with L’International des Feux Loto-Québec presented by 
TELUS begin at 22:00. On evenings when a fireworks display is scheduled, the Jacques-Cartier 
Bridge is closed to automobile traffic from 20:00 p.m until after the performance. Reserved 
tickets can be purchased at La Ronde on the day of the event (the entry fee includes unlimited 
access to rides and attractions on the site throughout the day) or through the Admission 
network via their website (www.admission.com) or by telephone, at 514-790-1245 or 1-800-
361-4595 (toll-free). For information concerning corporate and group rates, contact the La 
Ronde sales office by phone, at 514-397-7777, or by e-mail, at ventes@laronde.com. 

Sponsors and partners 
L'International des Feux Loto-Québec, presented by TELUS, offers heartfelt thanks to their 
inestimable sponsors and partners: primary sponsor Loto-Québec; presenting sponsor TELUS; 
collaborative sponsors SAQ, National Bank Financial Group; associate partner Québec Ministry 
of Tourism; official suppliers Marriott Château Champlain, Belle Gueule, Agropur’s Fine 
Cheeses Division and Thomas Marine Group; media partners TVA and Journal de Montréal; 
and, official event broadcaster Rythme FM. 

“L'International is a community event as popular as it is spectacular. We are indeed proud to 
include it in our Les Rendez-vous Loto-Québec sponsorship program. For in so doing, we 
provide Montréalers with premium quality entertainment which most are able to enjoy free of 
charge!” stated Pierre Bibeau, Senior Corporate Vice President, Communications and Public 
Affairs with Loto-Québec. 

About Six Flags, Inc.: La Ronde is owned by Six Flags, Inc., a publicly-traded corporation 
(OTC Bulletin Board: SIXF) headquartered in New York City and the world's largest regional 
theme park company with 20 parks across the United States, Mexico and Canada. 
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